
Waterside A  February 2026 
 
Race A is 13.5 miles, and is paddled one way from Great Bedwyn to Newbury.  
We started training in early January, trying out several club boats to find which one suited us and 
then building up our distance from our usual 5 miles to be ready to take on the 13.5 miles. 
This race has 21 portages, where you have to carry your boat around an obstacle such as a lock or 
low bridge. 21 is a lot of times to get out of your boat, so we had trained specifically for this, 
paddling north of Cropredy where there is a series of locks where we could practice our technique. 
 
After training in the January cold, race day was a balmy 8 degrees. We made a last minute decision 
to not use our spray decks, which had been essential in the very cold weather, but would slow us 
down on the race day. 
 
There were 500 competitors, which sounds huge, and probably was to the hardworking volunteers 
and organisers, but as the race is run as a time trial there was plenty of space for everyone. It's nice 
to paddle 13.5 miles with other boats around, and we had cheerful chats with other competitors and 
found time to admire the snowdrops on the banks. 
 
There were two other competitors from Banbury in race A. Joe who won the senior men category, 
and Henry who had a great result in the junior men racing against much older juniors over a 
challenging distance.  
 
The race also includes the challenge of a low bridge and a short section of fast moving water. We 
managed both challenges, first watching other taller competitors go under the low bridge so we 
knew we'd fit, and then watching no one do the fast section as it can be best to do these things 
without thinking too much! The fast bit was great fun. 
 
Even with chatting and admiring the scenery, we achieved a race time we are proud of and now 
have to work on building up our distance for the next race. The following three races get 
progressively longer. 
 


